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had to be wrested, as Jacob wrested a blessing from the 1658 angel   We see continually Bible texts fermenting and clarifying in his capacious memory.

Two other points may be noted in his approach to religion. The Renaissance exalted man, and Oliver rejected that exaltation. To him the Creator was everything, the creature nothing. He had none of Milton's humanistic, free-thinking, intellectual audacities. He could never have written as Milton did in Tetrachordon, that " no ordinance, human or from heaven, can bind against the good of man," or have assented to the view of an inward light given in De Doctrina. He had nothing of the proud Renaissance individualism, which indeed the doctrine of predestination made impossible. On one point only he agreed with Milton, though he might have hesitated to formulate his view; he had the belief, or rather the instinct, that there was some essential goodness in matter, some innocency in the natural world, and he looked joyfully upon much from which the narrow puritan averted his eyes.

More important, this man, who faced the world with utter fearlessness,, was always humble in the dust before his Gocl. His crushing sense of sin made him abase himself before the awful purity of the sinless. The northern stock to which he belonged had an inclination to defy its deities and to try a fall with fate. The Northman worshipped Odin, but was prepared to contend with Odin. The temper of most fighting men is perhaps that of Hector's speech to Polyclamas, " We spurn augury."

If neither Christ nor Odin help, why then Still at the worst we are the sons of men.

Reverence with such in the last resort wears thin. The abbot of Clugni in the tale of Huon of Bordeaux vows that if any ill befalls Huon he will take it out of St Peter himself. In the Sagas this pride reaches its height, " ThorgiLs said: 4 They are all three bold men to the full; yet two of them, I think, may tell what fear is like, It is not in the same way with both ; for Thormod fears God, and Grettir is so afraid of the dark that after